
Vision & Impact

Kristiana is an engine for bringing visions into matter. She inspires students, audiences, and communities to
harness the power of radical imagination to answer our most urgent social challenges. Kristiana has served as a
Writer/Producer for five seasons on the hit tv series The Chi and is the co-founder of the #LetUsBreathe
Collective, a Chicago-based alliance of artists and activists crafting creative interventions to harmful systems
since 2014. A published and produced playwright and poet, Kristiana shares her gifts with young and emerging
artists to promote cultural shifts toward compassion, liberation, and critical thought. 

WRITER - PRODUCER - EDUCATOR

Kristiana Rae Colón

Master of Fine Arts, Writing
School of the Art Institute Chicago,
2007-2009 University of Chicago, 2004-2007

Bachelor of Arts, English with a
concentration in Creative Writing

Education

Experience

Wrote 9 episodes across 5 seasons as the series broke records as the longest running Black drama in
premium cable history, shattering viewership records with a Season 7 premiere that was the most streamed
episode globally in Paramount+ history, up 2% from the Season 6 premiere which held the same record;
produced 10-15 episodes as the writer on set for Seasons 4-6, supporting director, camera, actors, art
department, production design, props, and continuity; generated necessary new scenes and rewrites during
shooting

The Chi - Writer/Producer - 2020-2026

Served as the inaugural Burrell Fellow in Playwriting; conceived and taught Afrofuturism in Playwriting
and Speculative Drama course; presented a reading of new play in progress, suspension, with Columbia
College drama students; developed new original play homan & fillmore inspired by the events of the
Freedom Square protest encampment, including collecting interviews with core organizers, writing scenes
inspired by the events, and presenting the first public dialogue about Freedom Square in response to the
reading of first draft excerpts

Columbia College - Playwriting - 2019

Taught Introduction to Creative Writing Studies in Literature; engaged students in the reading and analysis
of the major forms of literary expression; introduced students to the impact of literature on broader culture
and methods of critical reading; crafted rigorous syllabus exploring multiple creative writing genres including
poetry, playwriting, screenwriting, short fiction, and prose; crafted and facilitated  writing prompts derived
from example texts across genres; facilitated workshops and provided individual feedback for revision

North Park University - Creative Writing  - 2012-2014



WRITER - PRODUCER - EDUCATOR

Kristiana Rae Colón

                                              Chairs the Advisory Council, supporting this arts activism Collective in 
                                        developing and sustaining organizational culture and structure;  historically,
programmed, operated, & oversaw rehab of Breathing Room, an arts, healing, & organizing hub on
Chicago’s South Side; produced direct actions to resist police brutality and mass incarceration; produced
community initiatives to combine mutual aid and political education; produced performance arts events
and arts activism initiatives to build resource networks, political bases, and transformative relationships;
coordinated and delivered lectures, panel discussions, spoken word performances, and theater productions
on the Black Lives Matter movement, police and prison abolition, and the empowerment and self-
actualization of Black and other marginalized people; co-founded the Black Abolitionist Network and the
campaign to Defund CPD; organized mass trainings of 1000+ citizens in campaigning for divestment from
carceral approaches to public safety

The #LetUsBreathe Collective - Co-Chair of the Advisory Council,
 Hub Director for Illinois Humanities Envisioning Justice Initiative, 
Co-Founder, Co-Director - 2014 - present

Co-facilitated the Ensemble Drama course with faculty Derrick Sanders; served as playwright-in-residence
to develop an original play with senior BFA in Acting students; crafted devising, writing, and performance
exercises to explore thematic elements of a script in progress; assisted director Derrick Sanders in staging of
new work

University of Illinois-Chicago - Visiting Drama Faculty - 2012

Taught Writing and Editing Nonfiction course and Writer’s Workshop: Composition course; crafted
rigorous syllabi that challenged students to think critically about literary and historical texts across multiple
genres, using them as lenses to interrogate contemporary concerns in the humanities, including race, class,
and gender; instructed students on proofreading, copyediting, and revision, including use of standard
proofreading symbols, Modern Language Association (MLA) standards of writing and researching papers in
the humanities, and proper citations; evaluated and copyedited student writing, with detailed individual
feedback on content and form

Chicago State University - English Faculty - 2011

Taught Humanities Survey II course; developed interactive curriculum that explores philosophical and
mythological foundations for narrative and storytelling in film, video gaming, interpersonal relationships,
and other forms of media; instructed and evaluated media arts students on video, sound, animation, and
literary responses to assigned projects in the humanities

Tribeca Flashpoint Academy - Humanities Faculty - 2010

Taught English 100 and 101; instructed students on Standard American English conventions of grammar,
sentence structure, essay composition, and argument; developed exercises in critical analysis of literary
works to sharpen reading comprehension; implemented innovative teaching techniques using poetry and
hip-hop to energize comprehension of argumentative academic writing; evaluated Exit Exams for
Department of Communications and Fine Arts to maintain institutional standard of excellence

Malcolm X College - Adjunct English Faculty - 2009-2011



Teaching Artist Experience

Developed playwriting curriculum guiding teens through writing original ten-minute plays; curated
showcase of student plays performed and directed by professional actors & directors

Pegasus Theater - Playwright in Residence - Young Playwrights Festival - 2016-2020

Taught Hip-Hop Poetics, Hip-Hop Video, Poetry & Peacemaking, and Digital Media; developed
creative writing, video, performance, and digital and visual arts curricula for grades 6-8; coordinated and
showcases a final performance each semester of youth expression

Changing Worlds - Teaching Artist - 2016-2018

Developed an original opera libretto in collaboration with 28 Black teens and Chicago Urban League;
facilitated generative workshops in playwriting, arts activism, and audition skills 

Lyric Opera - EmpowerYouth Librettist - 2019-2020

Taught Performance Poetry paid internship at Nicholas Senn High School; developed in-depth poetry
and performance curriculum for an intensive  program for talented teens; coordinated and showcased a
final performance of youth-developed performance poetry

After School Matters - Teaching Artist - 2009-2011

Designed and implemented case management protocol for juvenile offenders; designed and implemented
arts activism programming for juvenile offenders; ensured productivity requirements & managed agency
expectations for case recording, statistical and other routine forms, and filing on a timely basis; created
and managed program databases; assisting case managers with case planning & documentation

Juvenile Intervention and Support Center - Case Management Assistant - 2013-2015

Facilitated the Chronicle Project, a documentary theater initiative, with talented middle school teens ,
instructing them on interview techniques and devising scenes from transcriptions; conducted and
transcribed interviews with Logan Square community residents, transposing their diverse narratives from
transcriptions to theatrical scenes; developed an ensemble-built script and production in the
documentary theater style based on interview material obtained throughout the course of the project

American Theater Company  - Resident Playwright - 2008-2009

Facilitated the Hands on Stanzas program; developed 20-week poetry curriculum for 5th and 8th
graders to increase competency in literary forms, concepts, and devices such as haiku, pantoums,
imagery, and sensory detail; selected semi-finalists from 180 students for the Poetry Center of Chicago’s
Presidential Inauguration Poem contest; maintained weekly blogs featuring selected student poems

Poetry Center of Chicago - Poet in Residence - 2008-2009

Facilitated the University Theater’s Summer Drama Workshop; developed playwriting curriculum for
talented community teens; developed ensemble-built script and production from student-generated
writing

University of Chicago - Teaching Artist - 2007-2008



“maybe freedom smells like firewood” (essay) and covenant (short play)
Education in Movement Spaces: Standing Rock to Chicago Freedom Square edited by Alayna Eagle
Shield, Django Paris, Rae Paris, and Timothy San Pedro 
Routledge, 2020 

suspension (short play)
The Long Term: Resisting Life Sentences, Working Toward Freedom edited by Alice Kim, Erica Meiners,
Jill Petty
Haymarket Books, 2018

Octagon a new play by Kristiana Rae Colón 
Metheun Bloomsbury Publishing, September 2015

“a remix for remembrance” (poem)
The Breakbeat Poets Anthology edited by Kevin Coval, Quraysh Ali Lansana, and Nate Marshall
Haymarket Books, April 2015

promised instruments - collected poems by Kristiana Rae Colón
Northwestern University Press, January 2013

but i cd only whisper a new play by Kristiana Rae Colón
PlayDead Press, December 2013

“hold” (poem)
Chorus: A Literary (Re)Mixtape edited by Saul Williams 
MTV Publishing, April 2012

“ex libris” (poem)
Best of the Web 2010 Anthology edited by Kathy Fish and Matt Bell
Dzanc Books, June 2010

“pieces of shedu” and “rough sex” (poems)
Not A Muse: The Inner Lives of Women – A World Poetry Anthology edited by Kate Rogers and Viki
Holmes
Haven Books, March 2009

pieces of shedu a short collection of poems by Kristiana Rae Colón
Ice Box Press, November 2008

WRITER - PRODUCER - EDUCATOR

Kristiana Rae Colón

Publications

BOOKS



Poetry, April 2014
 “a remix for remembrance”

 Pank, Winter 2012 
 “the pilgrimage of mouths” and “instructions for giving”

 African American Review, Fall 2011 
 “safe word” and “stranger fruit”

 Diverse Voices Quarterly, Summer 2011 
 “a daughter” and “intra”

 Logan Square Literary Review, Spring 2011 
 “ash,” “Several Songs,” and “the true vine”

 OVS, Spring 2011
 “post” and “severance”

 Hinchas de Poesia, Fall 2010
  “eat,” “first service,” and “port” 

 Chickenpiñata, Fall 2009
 “love/logic” 
 
 Inertia Magazine, Spring 2009
 “in winter”

 Our Stories, Spring 2009
  “ex libris”

 The Houston Literary Review, Winter 2009
 “mission accomplished” and “sarah hunting”

 After Hours Press, Winter 2009
 “stones of small”

 Acentos Review, Fall 2008
 “holy water” and “pieces of shedu”

 f News Magazine, Summer 2008
 “all of it is beautiful”
 
 Two With Water, Summer 2008
  “Intersect”

 Girlspeak, Summer 2008 and Spring 2007
 “too hot to play chess” “instead” and “to beg beneath”

 Contrary, Winter 2008
 “she who comes with her own things”

 Bare Root Review, Fall 2007
 “esperanza” 

Publications
JOURNALS



good friday
New Manifest Theater - Austin, TX
February 2020

The Flea - New York, NY
February 2019

Oracle Productions - Chicago, IL
August 2016

Tilikum
Sideshow Theater - Chicago, IL
 June 2018

Octagon
Jackalope Theater - Chicago, IL
November 2016

Arcola Theater -  London, UK
September 2015
    
but i cd only whisper
The Flea Theater - New York, NY
 March 2016

Arcola Theater  - London, UK
October 2012
      
the darkest pit
Prop Theater –Chicago, IL
August 2009

Kristiana Rae Colón
Productions



florissant & canfield
University of Illinois-Chicago - April 2018

good friday
University of Arizona - February 2019
University of Chicago - November 2018
Illinois Wesleyan University - April 2016
Stage Left LeapFest 2015 - July 2015
      
Generation Sex (​writing ensemble & performer) 
Teatro Luna - June 2014
      
one week in spring
Curious Theater Rhinoceros Theater Festival – January 2014 
Halcyon Theater Alcyone Festival - September 2013
      
Cry Wolf​ (solo show)
Teatro Luna – October 19 – November 2012 
MPAACT Theater’s Solo Jams – February 2012     

but i cd only whisper
University of Chicago – February 2007

Academic and Workshop Productions

Kristiana Rae Colón
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